
Chief Editor
B. Singh (Ex. IES)

CMD, MADE EASY Group

Editor
Aniruddh Pratap Singh

Disclaimer: The views and opinions expressed in this magazine are those of the authors 
and do not necessarily reflect policy or position of CURRENT AFFAIRS Magazine or MADE 
EASY Publications. They should be understood as the personal opinions of the author/ 
authors. The MADE EASY assumes no responsibility for views and opinions expressed nor 
does it vouch for any claims made in the advertisements published in the Magazine. While 
painstaking effort has been made to ensure the accuracy and authenticity of the informa-
tions published in the Magazine, neither Publisher, Editor or any of its employee does not 
accept any claim for compensation, if any data is wrong, abbreviated, cancelled, omitted 
or inserted incorrect. 

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, 
or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or 
otherwise, without either the prior written permission of the Publisher.

MADE EASY Publications has taken due care in collecting the 

data before publishing this book. Inspite of this, if any inaccuracy 

or printing error occurs then Made Easy Publications owes no 

responsibility. Made Easy Publications will be grateful if you could 

point out any such error. Your suggestions will be appreciated. 

© All rights reserved by MADE EASY PUBLICATIONS. No part of 

this book may be reproduced or utilized in any form without the 

written permission from the publisher. 

© Copyright 2017 

MADE EASY Publications

Corporate Office: 44-A/4, Kalu Sarai, New Delhi-110016
Visit us at: www.madeeasypublications.org
 011-45124660, 8860378007
E-mail: infomep@madeeasy.in

Publications

MADE EASY
AffairsCurrent

Jan-Feb-Mar, 2017



Disclaimer: The views and opinions expressed in this maga-

zine are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect 

policy or position of CURRENT AFFAIRS Magazine or MADE 

EASY Publications. They should be understood as the per-

sonal opinions of the author/ authors. 

04 Message to Readers

06 A letter from Editor

09 Union Budget 2017-2018

21 National Affairs

37 International Affairs

IRAN

PAKISTAN
Gwadar

Afghanistan

Chabahar
Port

Saudi
Arabia Oman

Yemen

Kabul

Mumbai

I N D I A

Bay of
Bengal

Ar
ab

ian
Se

a

52 Awards & Honours

59 Books & Authors

60 Persons in News

Contents

65 Places in News

70 Science & Technology

78 Defence in News

89 Energy : Reports & Policies
nnn

95 Environment and Wildlife

107 Indian Economy

119 Current Sports

128  Recent Current affairs 
Questions 



A
s per A

SSO
C

H
A

M
 &

 brands academ
y



MESSAGE TO READERS

Dear Students,

This edition of Current Affairs is prepared to address the needs of Civil Services, Engineering 

Services, State Services, SSC exams and other competitive examinations. The edition 

contains the current issues – national as well as international affairs of last 3-4 months 

which are of importance from examination point of view. Over the last few years, it has been 

observed that UPSC examinations are more tilted towards current affairs questions, hence 

current affairs should be given priority. Though there are several newspapers and monthly 

magazines which can be referred for study of Current Affairs topics but none of these are 

focused and oriented to address the need of UPSC Examinations.

This quarterly issue of Current Affairs MADE EASY is very focused and contains detailed description of all 

important topics required for such competitive examinations.

In case of engineers, it is specifically observed that most of the engineering aspirants preparing for Engineering 

Services Examination do not get sufficient time to prepare Current Affairs because they hardly get time to prepare 

for GS due to vast syllabus of technical subjects and importance of other exams like GATE & PSUs. 

Coming few months will see most of you burning midnight oil to get winning score meriting a jump to the next 

stage of the competition. For all aspirants preparing for competitive exams it is time to give finishing touch to your 

preparation. In last few weeks of your preparation this quarterly issue will prove to be an important tool to cover 

all important areas with precision in minimum possible time.

All aspirants are suggested to give last minute revision of important issues, concepts and formulae, as the case 

may be.

B. Singh (Ex. IES)

CMD, MADE EASY GROUP

B. Singh (Ex. IES)
CMD, MADE EASY Group
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A LETTER FROM EDITOR

Dear Readers,

In today’s fast changing world, everything has become so competitive that sometimes even better is not enough, 

it requires only the best. Be it life or be it examination, it is imperative to have the best of the preparations 

and hence Timely and Timeless preparation is an essence of the success in the competitive examinations. 

Competitive examinations are sometimes less about strength or intelligence and more about understanding the 

examination requirements and incessant effort to unlock our potential for accomplishing the goal.

It gives me an immense pleasure and satisfaction in introducing the current issue of “Current Affairs Made Easy”. 

The very basic purpose of launching this Magazine is to be able to fulfill the requirement of various competitive 

examinations in an efficient and effective way and helping the aspirants achieving the desired success in those 

examinations. We have tried to provide an ingenious, resourceful, authentic and relevant informations in a most 

lucid, comprehensible, communicative and self- explanatory manner. With the comprehensive yet precise 

coverage, this issue of the Current Affairs Made Easy will be accomplishing the requirements of the various 

Competitive Examinations like Civil Services Examination, State Civil Services Examinations, Indian Engineering 

Services Examination, Indian Forest Services Examination, and the various Public Sector undertakings 

Examination. Despite Competitive examinations being the main focus, the Magazine will generate awareness 

about the Nation and the World among the General Readers too.

In this issue of the Magazine we have covered the wide ranging issues of National and International importance 

that occurred in the last three months or so with additional inputs in order to provide the basic understanding of 

the key issues. Background material has been covered for such issues which require greater attention keeping 

examination requirement in mind. All important Awards and Honours, Books and Authors, Persons and Places, 

Meeting and Summits, Institutions and Organisations have been covered in such a manner so that examination 

requirement is successfully met. Current issues related to Defence, Science and technology, Energy Policies, 

Environment and wildlife, Economy and Sports have also been covered extensively. Issues of greater importance 

and some other topics have been given both the objective and the Analytical coverage.

I sincerely hope that this Magazine will help you access the hidden treasure trove of success and will act a 

pathfinder through the journey towards your dream.

Wishing you all the very best and a bright future ahead.

Aniruddh Pratap Singh

   Editor
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Article : Union Budget

Budget broadly focused on 10 themes: Farmers, Rural Population, 
Youth, the Poor and the Underprivileged, Infrastructure, 
Financial Sector, Digital Economy, Public Service, Prudent 
Fiscal Management and Tax Administration.

The Union Budget 2017-18 was presented in the backdrop of the 
big step of demonetisation accompanied by its pros and cons; 
moderating levels of Consumer Price Index (CPI) based inflation; 
anticipated decline in the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) growth 
rate; slow down in the consumption, largely looming capricious 
impact on the IT sector companies after Donald Trump taking 
over the reins in the United States, Assembly elections in the 
various states including the most important of those all in the 
state of Uttar Pradesh.

Considerable level of global economic uncertainty is also one 

of the challenges countries in general are facing today. At the 

time when the Budget 2017-18 is presented, world is witnessing 

a kind of pressure building up in favour of protectionism and 

against the globalization practices of free movement of not only 

commodity and services but also particularly the movement of 

persons across the borders.

On the auspicious day of Vasant Panchami, in the "Spring 
Season”, the season of optimism, Finance Minister Arun Jaitley 
presented Union Budget 2017-18 on February 1, 2017. This is 
the first time when the Union Budget  is presented in the first 
day of February. Conventionally the Union Budget used to be 
presented on the last working day of February.

In his fourth Budget presentation before the 16th Lok Sabha, 
Finance Minister Jaitley tried to strike a balance between the 
ordinary tax payers’ expectation of ease in tax burden on the one 
hand and the fiscal prudence on the other. “Transform, Energise 
and Clean India” (TEC India) was presented by the Budget as 
the agenda for 2017-18.

Finance Minister Mr. Arun Jaitely said that “Transform, Energise 
and Clean India” (TEC India) seeks to Transform the quality of 
governance and quality of life of our people; Energise various 
sections of society, especially the youth and the vulnerable, and 
enable them to unleash their true potential; and Clean the country 
from the evils of corruption, black money and non-transparent 
political funding. Ten distinct themes have been identified to 
foster this broad agenda. 

Union Budget 2017-2018
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Budget 2017-18 has been introduced with three major 
reforms:

First, the presentation of Union Budget has been advanced to 1st 

February. This has been done mainly with an aim of enabling the 

Ministries to operationalise all activities from the commencement 

of the financial year. 

Second, merger of Railways Budget has been done with General 

Budget. This has been done mainly with an aim to bring Railways 

to the centre stage of Government’s Fiscal Policy.

Third, earlier existing plan and non-plan classification of 

expenditure has been done away with. This has been done with 

an aim to facilitate a holistic view of allocations for sectors and 

ministries.

10 Themes of Budget 2017-18
Farmers : Committed to double the income in 5 years

Rural Population : Providing employment & basic 
infrastructure;

Youth : Energising them through education, skills and jobs;

The Poor and the Underprivileged : Strengthening the 
systems of social security, health care and affordable 
housing;

Infrastructure: For efficiency, productivity and quality of life;

Financial Sector : Growth and stability by stronger institutions;

Digital Economy : For speed, accountability and 
transparency;

Public Service : Effective governance and efficient service 
delivery through people’s participation;

Prudent Fiscal Management: To ensure optimal deployment 
of resources and preserve fiscal stability;

Tax Administration: Honouring the honest.

Important Announcements in Budget for the 
Theme Areas
Union Budget 2017-18 reflects Government’s firm commitment 
to substantially boost investment in agriculture, social sector, 
infrastructure and employment generation on the one hand and 
simultaneously sticking to the fiscal consolidation path on the 
other hand.

Farmers and Agriculture Sector
The total area sown under kharif and rabi seasons are higher 
than the previous year. With a better monsoon, agriculture is 
expected to grow at 4.1% in the current year. 

1. Agriculture Credit: 
• Farmer credit fixed at record level of Rs 10 lakh crore which 

will ensure adequate flow to underserved areas.

• Government to support National Bank for Agriculture and 
Rural Development (NABARD) for computerisation and 
integration of all 63,000 functional Primary Agriculture Credit 
Societies with the Core Banking System of District Central 
Cooperative Banks.

2. Soil Health Cards:
Government to set up mini-labs in Krishi Vigyan Kendras and will 
also promote local entrepreneurs to set up such mini labs.

3. Crop Insurance:
Coverage under Fasal Bima Yojana scheme will be increased 
from 30% of cropped area in 2016-17 to 40% in 2017-18 and 
50% in 2018-19 for which a budget provision of ` 9000 crore has 
been made.

4. Irrigation: 
• The Long Term Irrigation Fund has already set up in NABARD 

to be augmented by 100% to take the total corpus of this Fund 
to ` 40,000 crores.

• Dedicated Micro Irrigation Fund in NABARD to achieve ‘per 
drop more crop’ with an initial corpus of ` 5,000 crores.

5. Agriculture Marketing: 
• A model law on contract farming to be prepared and circulated 

among them States for adoption

• Coverage of National Agricultural Market (e-NAM) will be 
expanded from the current 250 markets to 585 APMCs.

• States would be urged to denotify perishables from APMC
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